








Why is a backcountry hunt a good thing? One free of the high tech AT Vs, turbo powered four x fours and luxurious
RV’s? One minus the drone of an all-night generator that provides power for lights and music during the pre-hunt stud
poker game. It’s much deeper than the experience one gains from lying in a mummy bag during early evening listening to
your stock munching on feed just feet away from your alert ears. It is more important than the experience one gains being
one with nature where your biggest concern is what the weather will do today and wondering if that bull will return to his
favorite wallow in the morning. Yes, the backcountry provides an experience equaled by nothing else. There is another
reason hunters and anglers should be supporting protection for pristine areas free from the hustle and bustle of places
swarming with people and their man-made luxuries. We are becoming “soft”!

A quick glance around your home will reveal what I am talking about. We desire the quickest and easiest methods and
devices for everything we do. Look at your television. Back in grandpa’s day it might not have even existed. Then along
came the old back and white Motorola with rabbit ears and one channel, maybe two if you were lucky. Then through
our natural drive to make things easier and more realistic we got colored television. Then cable came with a seemingly
endless channel selection. Twenty years ago we had to get up out of the easy chair and adjust the antenna to improve
reception or to raise the volume. Remote control has fixed that. Now we have use all that energy pushing those darn
buttons. What a hassle and how exerting! How troublesome and exhausting. Grandpa had to spend half the summer
cutting and hauling firewood just to keep warm in his under insulated house. Now we are forced to exert all that time
and energy to turn up the thermostat on our central heating system. The list of luxuries goes on and on in our homes. We
have electric mixers, coffee makers, microwave ovens and etc. We’ve evolved into a society that wants things quick and
we want things easy. Hey, I’m not against these animities. I use them too. I think they are a matter of survival in this fast
paced, highly competitive world we live in. In fact I’'m very thankful for some of the technology that has evolved. For
instance, think of the advances in medicine due to it.

We are guilty of trying to incorporate these luxuries into our hunts and fishing trips as well. Let’s be honest hunting and
fishing are not things that are necessary for survival in today’s world. We can go to the super market and purchase all the
red meat and fish we need. By the way, just another example of how things have become quicker and easier. We say to the
anti-hunting crowd and others that we engage in these activities for the challenge, the experience, and such.

Why then are we blindly allowing the challenge to be taken from us through technology? For instance take a look
at archery. There is a constant media blitz trying to sell us the latest high tech gadgets. There are now bows that are
beginning to resemble something totally different from the old longbows and recurves our forefathers used. They have
wheels, sights and releases. One can also purchase the latest range finder to accompany the bow. Archers with this
equipment can now harvest that buck or bull at fifty yards. Why has archery evolved to this? Simple, we want things
quicker and easier. We don’t want to be required to shoot our bow almost every day of the year in order to make that
twenty-yard or shorter shot or to go days on end creeping up on that old mulie buck only to have him bust us at thirty
yards just out of range for our old Bear recurve. Rather we’ve allowed our everyday life habits to creep into our hunting
beliefs as well. We want to be able to pick up our bow a few weeks prior to the season and begin shooting and then go
out and eliminate many of those age-old stalking skills and shoot that buck at fifty-five yards. Done deal quick and easy!
Looking at some of the latest outdoor and shooting magazines on the shelves in the local bookstore one will soon learn
there are rifles and bullets out there that condone 500+ yard shots at game. Yes, these folks are making ethical kills at that
range. These rifles are topped with scopes that have the latest advancements in range finders and wind adjustments. Again,
why? We want things quick and easy in our day-to-day lives and it’s carrying over into our hunts as well. Come on ladies
and gentlemen. If part of the reason we truly hunt is for the challenge then are all of these gadgets really necessary? Aren’t
we becoming “soft” because of them?

What about the experience? To truly experience a hunt and come to know the quarry one chases I believe one has to live
among them. Plopping down in a $25,000 RV complete with a generator, microwave, etc. takes away from the experience.
By doing this one has really only moved their permanent home with it’s luxuries to a temporary location. Again, it’s quick
and it’s easy but are you truly doing it for the experience? Those that venture from the road and establish a remote camp
next to a babbling creek are more likely to gain the true experience. Yes, that ground might be a little cold and lumpy to



sleep on. Yes, cutting and stockpiling that fire wood might actually cut into a little of your actual hunting time. Pumping
that old Coleman stove to brew your morning cup of Joe is less convenient than turning the propane burner on in your
RV, but isn’t this the true experience. All of this is slower and harder but aren’t you doing this for the experience? You
can always return to the “soft” life of home. Nothing can compare to waking up at first light and wandering down to the
mountain lake to catch a few cutthroats to fry for breakfast on the open fire while a nanny and kid mountain goat traverse
the cliff above. That’s the experience.

Another element of the experience that we “cheat” ourselves with is getting to the backcountry. Many elect to take the
“quick and easy” route — ATVs and 4X4’s. Back in grandpa’s day again he probably traveled to his favorite haunts in an
old well-used 2 wheel drive Ford pickup. He could only drive to where the road narrowed and became rutty. From there
he walked or rode his horse that he fed all winter and summer just to use for this week in the fall. Walking and riding up
the trail he saw the Canadian jays flying from pine limb to pine limb looking for a scrap of food. He heard the whitetail in
the thickets to his left snort at him as he passed by. He could feel his heart pounding in his chest laboring with the heavy
fifty-pound pack on his back as he reached the summit of the last hill on the trail before reaching the campsite. Now we
want to reach the backcountry the “quick and easy way” We jump on our $5000 ATV and roll up the trail. Sometimes
if no trail exists, we make our own without regard for the damage we may be causing. Oh well! It gets us to the prime
backcountry “quick and easy”. Stop and think though. What are we missing by choosing to behave this way? What about
those jays or the huckleberries we missed as we zoomed by. Are we really hunting for the experience when we choose
this mode of travel or are we becoming even more “soft” by allowing technology to creep even more into our hunting and
fishing routines?

So let’s “toughen up”! At least for a short time. When planning your next hunting or fishing trip I challenge you to really
think about why it is that you go. If it truly is for the challenge and experience then make it that. Leave those items that
have transformed us into a soft” society home. Pursue game in a method that is definitely challenging in truly challenging
backcountry fashion. Your new diesel 4x4 with the big reclining leather seats will be at the trailhead upon your return and
the TV with its remote control will be in the living room when you get back home.

A brief autobiography:

I am principal of a small school in western Montana. My wife and I also run Triple-M-Outfitters, a small guided fly
fishing operation. I ran extended backcountry fishing trips in the Bob Marshall Wilderness for fifteen years for a lodge in
northwest Montana prior to starting my own business.

1 enjoy hunting with traditional archery equipment as well as spending time in the backcountry with friends and family.
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Bird Word Puzzle
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WORDS TO FIND IN BIRD WORD PUZZLE:

BIRDS GOOSE
BUDGIES HERON
CANARY HUMMINGBIRD

CHICKEN KRIWIS
CONDOR OSPREY

CRANE OSTRICH
CROW OWL
DODO PARROT
DUCK PENGUIN
EAGLE PHEASANT
FALCON PIGEON

FINCHES QUAIL
FLAMINGO RAVEN
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